The Mill? We know what God has called us
to do, and we talk about it often. We are to
gather, grow, give and go as followers of
Jesus to see Him glorified and make more
followers out of the people He saves. So

now we believe our Lord is calling us
to…

GREATER Gatherings (more space for
worship)
GREATER Growing (more space for
discipleship)
GREATER Giving (more space requires
GREATER generosity)

PASTOR D.J. HORTON
Mill Family,
When compared to anything else, our God
is GREATER. It’s just that simple. And He has
given us a promise that when we follow Him
GREATER things are in store for our lives.
Jesus said, “Truly, Truly, I say to you, whoever
believes in me will also do the works that I
do; and GREATER works than these will he
do, because I am the Father” (John 14:12).
Those words almost seem unbelievable but
they are not. Our Lord actually knew that we
would reach farther with His Gospel than
even He did while on earth. The inspiration
to see GREATER things at The Mill is exactly
why we chose this word for our journey.
GREATER is how we are describing our
spiritual and financial preparation to build
our final worship center and more education
space for the next generation. .
What does GREATER look like in the life of

2

GREATER Going (more space means we
can mobilize and send more people to
more places)
So GREATER is not…
..a knock on where we’ve been or where
we’re going
..just a number

OUR STORY
A VISION ESTABLISHED
Rev. Floyd Loudermilk led the first
services of Anderson Mill Road Baptist
Church in a 25’x50’ room with just a
dozen people. The space was small,
but the vision of the impact of the
church on the westside of Spartanburg
was huge.
A STEP TAKEN
A huge step of faith was taken at the
historic first groundbreaking that took
place in the winter of 1988. It was a
remarkable event in the life of our
young church, which started meeting
in a temporary location in February of
the same year. Charter members put
their own assets on the line because of
what they believed the church would

become one day. Rev. Loudermilk once
told his daughter, Brenda Blackwell,
“You know, honey, one of these days,
God is going to do something huge in
this place.”
AN EFFORT CONTINUED
In 2007, The Mill was bursting at the
seams. Hallways were jammed. Student
spaces were tight. Getting from Sunday
school classrooms to the sanctuary
was a struggle because of all the
people. It was a great problem to have.
After launching a capital campaign,
the church broke ground together by
pulling a plow in the winter of 2008.
The Mill would continue to minister to
families and the community would soon
start sending mission teams and fulltime missionaries all over the world.

..just a fundraiser
GREATER is a call to move out in faith and
trust that God has an even GREATER plan
for our church. This plan is not about a
GREATER church building. Rather it is a
building for a GREATER church. It is my
prayer that you are able to see this with even
more clarity and conviction by absorbing the
pages that follow. The stories and numbers
do not mislead. It is time for GREATER
things.

GREATERMILLMOVEMENT.COM

“This is a great stepping stone for the church. It is very satisfying to watch this happen and to see a new building that
will bring people to the Lord. To have a new generation of people be able to help and reap the harvest of their efforts
is a privilege. It makes me very emotional to think about walking down the aisle of the new sanctuary for the first time.
You never know how the things we do today will affect tomorrow; we just have to do what we can now.”
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-Harold Brock (charter member), in 2008

WHAT DO WE ALLOW THIS 		
PROJECT TO DO?
WE DO NOT EXIST TO BUILD BUILDINGS. OUR
LORD HAS MADE THAT CRYSTAL CLEAR. JUST
before He ascended into Heaven, He told us that
we are to make disciples. So, literally speaking,
our focus should always be on building Christ
followers, not buildings. If this is the case, then we
must answer a fundamental question when we
embark on any journey of this magnitude: Why do
this? Or, what does this project allow us to do? To
be even more specific, how will this facility help
us accomplish our vision of being a people and
place of New Beginnings and Real Relationships
where Christ followers Gather, Grow, Give and Go?
I believe there are no fewer than five ways building
this facility allows us to move forward in our vision.

THIS PROJECT ALLOWS US TO CONTINUE – AND
IN SOME WAYS, COMPLETE – THE VISION OF
our founders. In 1988, 30 people gathered in our
founding pastor’s living room and had a simple
vision: to begin a church on the growing Westside
of Spartanburg that reached people with the
Gospel. A decade later, God expanded their sevenacre campus to 25 acres; with this, the possibility
of building a large facility became a reality. Fast
forward ten more years, and we began the first
phase. It is where we worship now. Our leaders
designed it to be a middle step to our final worship
center, and their work was ingenious. Now we
can finish what they began. Some organizations,
including churches, measure their successes by
whether or not they’re always building something.
Schools, hospitals and shopping centers seem
to always be expanding. But we are different.
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In fact, continued building on our campus will
very soon come to an end. This will be the last
worship center we build on the land God has
given us. In other words, there will come a day in
the near future when we max out our space and
begin to send groups out as church plants from
our location. In essence, we are building to finish
a journey that will allow us to start a new one. In
1988, 30 people launched out on faith to begin
a new church. Maximizing our campus prepares
us to send out many more courageous groups to
follow their example.
THIS PROJECT ALLOWS OUR PHYSICAL CAMPUS
TO MATCH THE SPIRITUAL AND NUMERICAL
growth God is already sending. Being a bigger
church does not necessarily make us a better
church. The health of a church is never determined
by its numerical size. Local churches of all sizes
faithfully serve the Lord; and, sadly, both large
and small churches can be unhealthy. The Mill is
not perfect, but we are healthy, because we have
chosen to follow our Lord’s simple command
of making disciples by sharing the Gospel and
teaching people the Word. We do not need a
new building to make us something we are not.
But it is obvious that God is sending us people
to love, grow and release back into the world.
The numbers bear this out. In the last 12 months,
we have been blessed with more than 200 new
members, and, since the beginning of this year, we
have seen the same number of first-time guests.
Fortunately, at The Mill, we do not measure our
effectiveness by how many people we seat. For us,
it is about how many we send! There is, however,
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an undeniable correlation between the two. We
send from what we have; so, the more we have,
the more we can send. Interestingly, the more we
send out, the more our God seems to send us!
THIS PROJECT ALLOWS OUR PHYSICAL CAMPUS
TO MATCH THE GROWTH OF OUR COMMUNITY.
Here is some food for thought: since 2009,
businesses have invested more than $4.1 billion in
Spartanburg County, creating nearly 9,000 jobs.
During the past five years, Spartanburg County
has averaged $14.9 million in new investments and
26 new jobs each week. Among 366 metropolitan
areas nationwide, Spartanburg has the thirdhighest share of jobs at international companies,
with 18 percent of the workforce employed by
foreign-owned enterprises. What does all this
mean for our community? It means unemployment
is at an all-time low, and new families are moving
in at a remarkable rate. By 2020, the current
population of 286,000 in our county will grow to
310,000; by 2030, that number is projected to be
336,000! As a church, we have a choice: Do we
proactively prepare ourselves to reach as many
people possible, or do we sit idle and refuse to join
God in His mission to change lives? The choice
is not a hard one to make. Someone loved and
reached us. We owe it to our growing number of
neighbors to do the same.
THIS PROJECT ALLOWS US TO EFFECTIVELY
EXECUTE THE THREE PRIMARY ACTIVITIES THAT
take place on our campus. The Mill is all over the
place…really all over the world. Thankfully, we are

not defined by a campus. Our physical property,
however, does function as the headquarters of
everything we do. We do primarily three things:
worshiping through praise and preaching; investing
in the next generation; and engaging adults in
small group discipleship. The spaces where we
conduct these three activities are exactly what will
expand as we build: 1.) our final worship center,
where we can spend the rest of our journey
gathering for enthusiastic praise and unapologetic
preaching, 2.) room for more than 1,000 children
to be loved and taught, and 3.) space for adults to
fellowship and disciple one another in the Word.
FINALLY, THIS PROJECT ALLOWS US TO MOVE
OUT ON FAITH WITH THE CONFIDENCE THAT
we are following God’s timing and not ours. One
could argue we have needed more space for a
while. But we have waited. Why? There are many
factors, but the core issue has been spiritual.
Our leadership has prayerfully sought the Lord’s
permission, because we knew that a project like
this must be done according to His will. In more
ways than this space allows me to explain, God
has clearly given every spiritual leader in our
church affirmation that the time is now to build. He
has prepared us numerically, physically, financially
and, most importantly, spiritually. Whenever God’s
people move on His timing, they can always rest in
the assurance that if God calls you to it, He will call
you through it!
PASTOR D.J.
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FAQs
HOW DO I GIVE TO GREATER?
There are three ways to give to
GREATER:
BY CHECK mailed in to the church
office or dropped in the offering
plate.
BY BILL PAY you make
arrangements for your bank to
automatically mail a check to
The Mill at a frequency you
choose (check with your bank on
establishing Bill Pay through your
bank account).

WHAT ARE WE
BUILDING?
We are building a 2,000 seat
sanctuary along with 20 new
classrooms which will be used
for our adult small groups,
including a dedicated wing for
our senior adult small groups.
In addition, we are building a
beautiful large foyer which
will serve as a wonderful
gathering area. We
will also have new
facilities for our choir
and worship team
and a beautiful
new entrance to
our children’s
building.

GIVE ONLINE go to
GREATERmillmovement.com/
give. You can provide a one-time
or recurring gift to GREATER.

IN ADDITION TO MY COMMITMENT, WHAT ELSE CAN I DO TO
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE CAMPAIGN?
Please pray for the ministry of our church. Review the blessings you have
received at The Mill and pray for God’s direction related to your participation
in GREATER. Keep an attitude of joy and gratefulness for the exciting
opportunities that God has given us to minister to our community.

WHY ARE WE BUILDING?
Our church is growing! It is crucial that we
build to accommodate the growth in the
number of people worshiping with us at The
Mill. We also need to prepare our church
for the next generation who will join The
Mill. The future generation will continue to
expand our mission to reach the lost in our
community and around the world.

WHY DO I NEED TO MAKE A
COMMITMENT IN WRITING?

Your written commitment simply gives us the
ability to budget and plan for our financial
needs with the bank and represents the
prayerful decision that you have made.

IS THERE AN AMOUNT OF
MONEY THAT I WILL BE
EXPECTED TO COMMIT?

WHY AM I ASKED TO MAKE A
COMMITMENT PLEDGE?

This is a great question! Everyone’s
circumstances are different; however, we all
share a common goal – to love God and
others and bring others to Christ. Prayerfully
consider how you can join in the partnership
with The Mill’s congregation to give
generously and sacrificially as we build our
final worship center to reach more people for
Christ.

DOES MY CONTRIBUTION TO
GREATER REPLACE MY TITHE
AND OFFERING GIFT?

WILL I HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY
TO REVISE MY COMMITMENT?

Your commitment pledge to GREATER allows
The Mill to receive the best bank financing
options available. The Mill’s loan is directly
related to the amount of money pledged
toward GREATER. Plus, knowing how much
you have committed to GREATER allows us to
plan for the future.

The Mill uses your faithful tithes and offerings
to support the general operations of the
church, including paying staff and monthly
bills, funding the programs and ministries
of the church, and supporting local and
international missions. Your GREATER
contribution will allow The Mill to build our
new sanctuary as we prepare to meet the
needs of a growing congregation.

HOW LONG IS MY
COMMITMENT?

We are asking for a three-year commitment
from our congregation in order to put The Mill
in the best financial position to pay for our new
building. Your three-year commitment can
be broken into weekly, monthly, quarterly or
annual payments, whatever is best for you. You
may also provide a one-time gift, if preferred.

Circumstances change. You may encounter an
unplanned hardship or perhaps an
unanticipated blessing, which may cause you
to consider increasing our decreasing your
commitment. You can make an adjustment to
your commitment at any time by calling the
church office or emailing our Executive Pastor,
Ken Fisher, at ken@amrbc.org.

MAY I GIVE ASSETS OTHER
THAN CASH?

Yes. We have already received non-cash gifts
for the GREATER campaign. Non- cash assets
such as stocks/securities, land, etc. may
be eligible for donation to GREATER. You
may also consider gifting IRA contributions,
annuity payments and other investments to
GREATER. Finally, you may consider adding
The Mill as a beneficiary in your will. Please
contact our Executive Pastor, Ken Fisher, at
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GIVING

NEXT STEPS

This chart shows the GREATER impact your gift can have when it’s spread over time.

HOW TO SEND YOUR GIFTS TO GREATER.
1) Bill Pay (preferred) - Bill Pay is where you set up an automatic payment from your
bank account on a recurring basis. You select the dollar amount and frequency of
the payment (ex. $300 once per month, on the 1st day of the month). Check with your
bank for specific instructions.
YOUR BANK WILL ASK FOR THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
Check recipient:

Anderson Mill Road Baptist Church

Recipient address:

4455 Anderson Mill Road, Moore, SC 29369

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS
GREATER JOURNEY!

HOW CAN I SUPPORT GREATER?

Clearly God has positioned The Mill to do
His work through His people. Our
prayerful goal is to create an environment
where individuals and families can grow
spiritually and be prepared to reach out
to the world around us. Please pray for
the ministry of our church. Review the
blessings you have received at The Mill
and pray for God’s direction related to
your participation in GREATER. Keep an
attitude of joy and gratefulness for the
exciting opportunities that God has given
us to minister to our community. And
finally, pray that God brings us abundant
opportunities to minister to the lost and
share the Gospel message!

Fill out a GREATER commitment card
and begin giving.
Join us in prayer for reaching the lost and
growing disciples.
Join us in worship each Sunday.
Get connected. Volunteer and serve with
your talents. Join a small group and grow
deeper with a group of believers.
DON’T HESITATE TO ASK QUESTIONS!

Recipient phone #: (864) 576-7548
Memo section of check: “GREATER” or “Building Fund“
(this tells The Mill to direct your gift to GREATER)
2) By check. You can write a check and drop it in the offering plate or mail to the
church office. Make sure you write in GREATER in the memo section of the check.
3) Go online to www.amrbc.org and click on the GREATER logo. On the GREATER
web page, choose “Give” and follow the process to set up monthly payment
installments from your credit or debit card.
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